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Many  accessible and adaptable
f eatures are universally usable. For 
example, round door knobs are not 
usable by people with limited use of their 
hands, but lever handles which are readily  
available in all price ranges, sty les and 
colors are usable by  almost everyone, 
including people who have no hands. 

Some items are made more universally  
usable by  their placement. Light switches
located at a lower height and electrical 
receptacles raised to 15” to 18” above the 
f loor place them within reach of  most 
people without requiring bending or 
stretching. Bathtub controls located off 
center toward the outside of  the tub 
provide the same benef it.
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• Any deck is level with the house floor, making it 
possible for everyone to enter the house easily.
• A one-half inch maximum rise at entrance thresholds 
is easier for rolling and prevents tripping.
• Door sidelights allow a view of visitors for all, 
including children and seated users.
• The porch roof provides weather protection while 
unlocking and opening doors.
• A 5’ x 5’ level clear space inside and outside of entry 
door makes it possible to maneuver while opening or 
closing door.
• General illumination at entry doors for seeing 
visitors at night.
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• Lavatory may be recessed in an alcove to allow access 
to the side of the toilet. This provides extra clear floor 
space for maneuvering.
• Shallow sink with offset rear located drain facilitates 
ample knee space under fixture.
• Toilet with higher seat is more comfortable for many 
users.
• Compartmentalized design can be used by more than 
one person at a time.
• Lavatories at different heights, 30” and 36”, 
accommodate a range of user heights.
• Curbless shower with fold-down seat accommodates 
those who need a shower chair, those who prefer to sit 
while bathing, and standing users.
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